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He has also, as usual, tried to sympathize with other people's 
point of viewwhilefindingfaultwith the Muslims. 

£ tf»£ ofojiwjft* &W* &<J?& Let ' s move on 

-uZ2-fl>JutftftdfuV^\f\fJi£^A 
uZ^j£JjM4^z^\t£u&<x1dtW^r&£S" 
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This just about sums up the attitude of a vast majority of 
M ustims: we got worked up overtrivia while pushing the real problems 
facing us underthe carpet take this current furore over the Danish car 
toons as and example Firstly, most people forget that the stricture 
against depicting. 

Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) In an illustration applies only to 
Muslims. Forbidding non-Muslims to do so would be tantamount to 
telling them to live underS hariah laws that are applicable to Muslims. 

J L^y ^itu- faPft- fattf&t ifuM* %■ wt/if i{* •**} 

SdUdtv&'U! Z-fJ\i>t& t Trivia ^ftthS^J^fi^M/ 

d>rAfJ.LW^ 

But we need to ask why we get so easily provoked. After all, how 
does the publication of some odious cartoons in an obscur Danish 
newspaper effect those Muslims ventling their anger and outrage 
across the world? in all probability, many of them have barely heard of 
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Denmark. 

/j)/l &L. he X jt/. %)-£. If J) \'/^^ i/^MftZ\i\ if (Poor Taste) 

In this space a fortnight ago, I had argued that Muslim clerics are 
ill-equipped to di scuss and address the real problems facing their 
community. In order to divert attention from their lack of education, 
they constantly raise non-issue in their unceasing attempt to drag us 
back to the mediaeval era. To me, the current hue and cry over the 
wretched Danish cartoons smacks of these tried and tested tactics 
employed byour mullahs. -^■■^^^fc* 



^On a Collision Course \^\^J\L^Sj)S<^^j»\^}JLj\^\\S^ 
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He needs the religious right to support him, and cannot therefore 
crack down too hard on the elements leading the violent 
demonstrations. 

Jjkj&L&Jj&i \tefr&t*A&Pf+ few +JlfLM ^ 

Holocaust ./><£ Jfrf<j-lx {futUZ ^/to/je\J^jt" 

iljfick&fC^^L utyWi- tifmArtL ~fjtitffA 
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Such freedom of religion is notgiven to christians in mostMuslim 
countries. In Saudi Arabia, not a single church exists, and no copy of 
the Bible in publicity availabl e. in Pakistan, chrurches are often 
attacked! and most of its Christians are almost second-class citizens, 
Whatever the rhetoric. In Turkey, a Catholic priest was shot dead 
during the antl-ca rtoon protests. 

d&Jti&a>L js/^^i^C otitic \£Xt$0/£$~» 

^sj^^^^. jTjj^tjr^ (Homo Sexuality) f0\f*ff&'*l&jty\}** 

# 

The facts is that Muslim immigrants have been for slower than 
othercomrnunitiestoassimilateintosocieties they have chosen to live 
In. Their open abhorrence for western values like gender eq uality , 
liberal attitudes towards horn o sexuality, and the freedom of 
expression makes many people here wonder why Muslims have 
elected to live among them. 
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What occidentals think and feel about Islam today Is rooted In 
impressions that were born during the Crusedes. 

"The Crusdes!" exclaimed my friend.'You don't mean to say that 
what happened nearly a thousand years ago could still have an effect 
on people of the twentieth century? 1 

But it does ! I know it sounds incredible, but don't you remember 
the incredulity which greeted the early discoveries of the 
psychonalysts when they tried to show that much of the emotional life 
of a mature person and most of those seemingly unaccountable 
leanings, tastes and prejuduces comprised is the term 
"idiesynerasies" can be traced back to the experiences of his most 
formatlveage, his early childhood? well, are nations and civilization 
anything but collective individuals? their development also is bound 
up whith the experiences of their early childhood. As with children, 
those experiences may have been pleasant or umpleasant they may 
have been perfectly rational or, alternatively, due to the child's native 
misinterpretation of an event, the moulding effect of every such 
experience depends primarily on its original intensity.the century 
immediately preceding the crussades, that is, the end of the first 
millenium of the Christian era, might will be described as the early 
childhood of western civilization.... 

The traumatic experience of the Crusades gave Eupose its 
cultural awareness and its unity: but this same experience was 
destined henceforth also to provide the false colour is which Islam was 
to appear to Western eyes. Not simply because the Crusades meant 
war and bloodshed. So may wars have been waged between nations 
and subsequently forgotten, and so many animosities which in their 
time seemed Ineralicdicable have later turned in to frindships. The 
Damage caused by the Crusades was not restricted to a clash of 
Weapon; It was, first and formost, an intellectual damage the poisoning 
of the Western mind against the Muslim world through a deliberate 
misrepresentation of the teaching and ideals of Islam. For, if the call 
for a crusade was to maintain its validity, the prophet of the Muslims 
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had, of necessity, to be stamped as the Anti-Christ and his religion 
depicted in the most lurid terms as a fount of immorality preversion. It 
was at the time of the Crusades, that the ludicrous notion that Islam 
was a religion of crude sensualism and brutal violence, of an 
observance of ritual instead of a purification of the heart, entered the 
western mind and remained there; and its was then that the name of 
the Prophet Muhammad - the same Muhammad who had insisted that 
his own followers respect the prophets of other religions - was 
contemptuously trnsformed by Europeans in to "Mahound" 
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All sincere religious people of conscience are offended when any 
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tradition Is defamed or abused. The deeply offended offensive series of 
cartoons of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) are a grievous 
affront to the word's 1.3 billion Muslims. They also offend the religious 
sensibilities and consciences of believers of the world's other great 
religions. From a religious point of view.an attack on one religion 
wounds and offends all sincere religious believers. 

We have two enemies, Islam and Christianity, the two of them 
represent two separate challenges, It is highly suggestive not to fight 
two enemies at one time, choosing one of them to fight first, is neither 
deterimental to nor inconsistent with our objective of putting an end to 
both of them.... in order to form a tactical and strategic-alliance with 
the jews and with the Jewish state of Israel, what matters most is that: 
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jews need us and we need them, there is a clear-commonality of 
interests. 
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Dr. Muzaffar Iqbal 



For the love of the Prophet (PBUH) 

When he lived among men and walked in the inhospitable streets 
of Makkah, they called him a liar, a soothsayer, a poet, a man 
possessed. When he invited them to reflect on the Message revealed to 
him that he may call people to the Straight Path chosen by their 
Creator for their own success, they called him a forger. When he 
warned them of the consequences of their denial and arrogance, they 
taunted him: Bring on that which you promise, so that we know 'y° u 

speak truth. -^^H^^^ 

They ridiculed him, called him names, tortured those who 
believed in his message, and finally drove him out of the sanctified city 
where his ancestors had lived for centuries. Then the one who had 
sent him to all humanity with a final message helped him. He was 
invited to an oasis between the tracts of two lava hills where people 
flocked to him, loved and respected him, and where be lived among 
men and women who held him dearer than all else men and women 
who were ready to sacrifice everything they had for his sake. May my 
father and mother be thy ransom, Messenger of Allah, they would 
habitually say. But he demanded nothing for himself; only fidelity to an 
uncompromising unicity of the One Who had shaped them in their 
mother's wombs and Who had provided sustenance for their lives and 
Who would resurrect them on the appointed day, to ask them how they 
had spent their fixed duration on this planet. 

This is all he asked: an uncompromising fidelity to the One Who 
had sent him with the Book and Wisdom to purify them and lead them 
to a straight path filled with light, that he may give them an inkling of 
the bliss that awaits those who follow it and to warn those who wish 
Instead to follow their own caprice. That is all. That is all he was to do 
in his life of sixty three years, a life filled with intense devotion and 
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prayers - a life whose every moment was filled with remembrance of 
the Supreme and All-Mighty Who had charged him with a task so heavy 
that it broke his back and filled him with a humility the like of which 
has never been experienced by any mortal. 

And one day, when he was made victorious and had returned to 
his beloved city to once again circumvent the House built by two of his 
ancestors upon the express command of the Owner of the House Who 
had desired to place on earth a Sanctified abode so that men, women, 
and children could come from far and near seeking His pleasure, he 
told the multitude gathered around him that he held no grudge against 
them, that all their crimes of the Jahiliyah, all their disdainful acts of 
torture, oppression and Insults had been forgiven. 

And when he was brought back a second time to the Sanctified 
House and its blessed environs, he asked the multitude whether or not 
he had conveyed the message and when the whole congregation 
affirmed, he raised his finger toward the sky and said. Be my witness, 
O Allah, be my witness 1 . Indeed, not only did he convey the message, 
but also lived it, literally, so that men and women and children could 
see what it means to live Islam. a^X 

And having conveyed His message, he chose the company of the 
One Who had sent him with the most Noble Message which is available 
to all humanity in the form of a protected Book - which cannot be 
destroyed or distorted - and in the form of his example which he left 
behind for all to see. He knew, however, that not everyone would follow 
it; he also knew It was not in his power to make all human beings 
accept the message of the One Who gave humans a choice between 
living a life of sanctity, uprightness, and full of consciousness of their 
Creator and thus enter an ever list sting bliss or choose otherwise. 
And that is why he said my example is like the example of abundant 
rain which falls from the sky: some of it. falls on soil which uses it and 
Yields abundant produce, while some of it falls on soil which merely 
holds it for others and does use it; and some of it falls on rocky terrain 
which neither uses it nor it for others to use. Such is the nature of 
human kind. 
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And now he resides in the ever-lasting Sanctity, far and above the 
reach of men. And tittle men attempt to ridicule him by drawing 
caricatures and think they can insult him while he remains above and 
beyond the reach of all men! And there are others to whom the love of 
profit is dearer than the love of the Prophet and who harvest a rich 
crop of dollars from the protests that follow - but what a bitter harvest 
they harvest! And then there are those who are confounded by the 
optoar When the hearts of the believers are rent asunder with pain and 
suffering and they ask in astonishment: why all this fuss? And then 
there are those who silently pray hi the dead of the night for these 
terrible times to come to an end, and then there are those who see the 
coming of the day when each soul will stand before a Just Ruler, with a 
record con tanning all their deeds, a record hanging on their necks, 
omitting nothing, and on that day they will really be astounded. 

But alas, then there will be no return, no way to come back to this 
temporary abode where they would wish to erase the deeds committed 
in the terrible recesses of their caprice. 

Such is our lot. Such is our condition, at this time when time itself 
is drawing to an end. II i*V^F 

** — (The News, 24th February2006) 
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Dr. Maqsudul Hasan Nuri 



Islamic world's moment for 

soul-searching 

Making caricatures of Prophet Muhammad (PUBH) is a downright 
crass act committed by some misguided, mischievous or imbecile 
journalist. It has indeed pained and hint the Muslim sentiments and 
has led to some protests and violence. However notwithstanding the 
nature of offence, there is a need to pause and rellect deeply on what 
should the Muslim world's responses. To be sure, the Muslim world 
has many fault lies. By and large the Muslim leader- has failed to 
deliver In tackling poverty corruption and repression In Hence 
Invariably the resenUneut of the common masses finds expreon 
against the West who prop these unpopular rulers. 

Due to historical reasons and following the 9/11 developments the 
cultural divide between the west and Muslims has become acute 
ironically, the Nordic nations, including Denmark, are generally 
secular/liberal and were heretofore considered benign societies less 
inimical to Muslims. They hardly exhibited the same anti-Muslims 
prejudice as e.g. the US and the rest of Europe. Moreover, they never 
participated in the Crusades, for colonized Muslim Lands, nor did they 
support US military interventions against Afghanistan and Iraq. 

That this sudden provocation should come from Denmark, one of 
the small and otherwise benign countries, is strange. For a conspiracy 
theorist, this episode may well he considered as a bear trap incite 
Muslims by First stiring their religious sensitivities and then coming 
down heavily with punitive measures. Or In case Muslims retaliate to 
acquire high moral ground and solidify the extant Muslim Image of 
extremists and terrorists. Another line of thinking suggests that after 
7/7Denrnark and other Nordic states are beginning to sence problems 
of non-integration of Muslims in their societies, or perhaps the intent 
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of US and others at the global level Is to further blackball Muslims and 
prepare international opinion for fresh military actions against Iran and 
Syria. 

First, it needs to be acknowledged that moderate Islamic 
discourse has been hijacked by some extremist/terrorist groups. This 
may have to do with some international developments in which 
Muslims have no doubt suffered. Incidents like the cartoon affair cause 
immense hurt and pain to Muslims world wide but the majority of them 
are sensible enough and loath to overneact in Pavlovian fashion that 
may cast aspersions on their faith. 

How would Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)the holy prophet of Islam, 
have, reacted under these circumstances? There is hardly any lota of 
doubt that as a paragon of virtue, forgiveness and tolerance he yould 
have been averse to any such acts of extremism and violence. If he 
conquered his worst enemies if was through the divine potion of love, 
forgiveness, and prayers. Today no unbiased scholar even in the West 
can deny his lofty status as one of the greatest movers and shape rs of 
human history, even his worst critiecs would no begrudge him the 
extraordinary humane qualities that he possessed: humility, 
forgiveness, self effacement and forbearance. 

It is felt that perhaps economic-cum-cultureal boycottof some 
nations, peaceful protests, unanimous vote of condemnation by OIC, 
resort to European Court of Human Rights and protests of the 
regrettable act through international for a would be a more appropriate 
and mature response. 

That the Muslims threshold for tolerance has plummeted very low 
in the last decades or so is evidenced in increased acts of violence not 
only against non-Muslims but also against fellow-Muslims, belonging 
to other denominations. Burning of religious plasec of Christians, 
Hindus and fellow-Muslims, declaring of fatwas for heresy and 
discriminatory acts of legislation of excommunication from Islam are 
not unknown in South Asia, Suicide killings and bombings are an 
ongoing phenomenon against the West. Clearly an unlslamic practice 
neither decreed nor approved in Islam. Human life is a sacred gift of 
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God that Is not to be wasted away through killing of others or through 
suicide. Islam abhors hopelessness and helplessness. 

Violence to others or to self neither garners sympathy nor 
induces guilt on the perpetrators; rather, it tarnishes Islam further and 
'confirms 1 it as militant and extremist creed whose followers are 
senseless fanatics. Violence has its extreme in suicide manifesting 
self-hatred, depression and hopelessness. These are alien to true 
Islam. Fortunately, the majority of Muslims are peace-loving and have 
no truck with extremists, the silent majority needs to be won over and 
the extremists isolated. This is equally true for the Western world's 
biased view of Islam as a monochromatic religion, bristing with 
gun-totlng extremists, terrorists and murderers. 

Notwithstanding the Danish episode that has hurt and pained all 
Muslims, the response should be sublimated and digified that 
bespeaks of the image of Islam as a peaceful and law abiding religion. 
Some apologies have been made by the Danish government for the 
stupidities of few attention getting journalists. The unfortunate episode 
has to be seen in a political context, hurt and outrage aside, it is 
cynically exploited by certain disgruntled religious groups in some 
Muslims countries and by the Islamic opposition which bear 
grievances against governments viz. Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Indonesia. 

The Danish cartoon episode is not the first of its kind nor will be 
the last in the act of provocation against Muslims. The Islamic world 
must brace it self in future for many such acts. Must it overreact 
violently and give cause to others to brand Islam as a 'terrorist' 
religion? Must it help in validating the negative image of Islam foisted 
on them? Resistance can take other dignified forms, not necessarily 
violent, even against foreign occupation. 

The West must learn to respect the sensitivities of Muslims at 
large and its resident Muslims population. Never was the need for an 
inter-faith dialogue greater than now. That these acts are in response 
to the Guantanamo Bay, Iraq and Afghanistan's military occupations is 
quite understandable but hardly justifiable. It does not belove the 
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adherents of a great faith to resort to violence that will only sully Its 
image. 

Some years ago, the bigoted Taliban regime defied all 
international appals and willfully destroyed the giant Buddha statue in 
Barmiyan in Afghanistan-sacred to millions of Buddhists throughout 
the world. But the Buddishts did not react by burning embassies or 
killing properties of Muslims in their lands. Buddha is as sacred to 
them as is Muhammad (PUBH) is to the Msulims. 

Lampooning of august personalities by impudents has always 
occurred throughout history. We should rest assured that this can 
neither denigrate nor diminish the lofty and invincil image of divine 
prophets like Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). By a consensus, he is 
acclaimed as one of the greatest world figures that has impacted 
history of mankind. His status is too exalted and lofty to be soiled by 
puny and small minded caricaturists. There is no need to dignify them 
by such overreaction in fact, by doing so the Muslims will only be 
providing grist to the mills of those who want to label Islam as a 
religion. ^^^^|^l 

True Islam teaches to empower ourselves with ethical values, 
good education, sound governance and imbibing of science and 
technology in order to cope with the challenges of the modern world. 

The write is a senior research fellow at the Islamabad Policy 
Research institute and visiting professor at Quid-e-Azam University. 

E-mail: maqsud_nuri@hotmail.com 

(The News, 17th February2006) 
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Agha Naveed 



Testing the temperament 

In Denmark about 25,000 Pakistanis (the second largest foreign 
community after Arabs) have permanent living status and lam one of 
them, Citizen of Pakistan and permanent resident of Denmark. Since 
1997 lam in Denmark and during this time I been observing this society 
quite duly, 

5.5 million people of this country are quite peaceful and have a 
very cool temperament like this laid's temperature. They love to ire in 
their old cus-turns and cuhure and don't feel embarrassed to be 
ignorant from the rest of world because they have their own life to live 
without any outside interference, They have enmigh money to survive 
and are calm and civilized. 

Before I go into further details of Danish people, i narrate you 
avery interesting story here regarding Danish people's loyalty towards 
biological lives, a Pakistani was making some food with traditional 
Ingredients and after Its completion, he put It on the wall of balcony of 
his flat to get some fresh moisture In his food to make it perfect. An old 
woman in his neighbor had a cat that was very dear to her. en cat 
found some strange fragrance, she was by this aroma and got it for her 
tasted it and due to hot spices of the food, her stomach got ill and she 
died. The cat owner became so sad; she wanted to know how cat died? 
She regisiered a case of cat's murder In a local police station and they 
arted to Investigate about all this and finally came to know how this 
happened. Police arrested that person for cat's murder and fined him 
huge cash. Might people find this story fake but this is a true. That 
Pakistani is still living in Denmark and this has been written in his 
record that he committed this crime. 

I mentioned this just because to expose what actually Danish are. 
This is their psyche that they have worth of biological lives, how they 
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can create fuss In theSr society and In the world after publishing some 
religious emotion hitting cartoons in the name of freedom of 
expression? I feel some other story behind this. Denmark is basically 
an orthodox country where people like to live with their traditions and 
norms so they are still carrying kingdom and did not accept Euro as 
their currency al-though they are part of European Union. For last 6 
years right wing of Denmark is ruling the country with the mandate of 
people. The ruling party is "Vester" who is clearly against foreigners 
and claims to be fundamentalists. These are Just few examples of a 
country which is one of the most modern societies and part of 
Scandinavia that is known as sex free zone. 

In my view this all is done under Jewish instructions just to test 
the recent temperature of the Muslims after 9/11 Incident because this 
was not simply a conduct by Denmark but being carried by some other 
countries Including Australia, New Zee land, Cyprus, Norway who 
printed the same caricatures. This is not a co-Incident these mentioned 
countries tild this in the same wave; there must be a conspiracy 
against the Muslims, headed by USA, who is under great Influence of 
Jewish tycoons, controlling American policies in real terms. 

This is significant that all these countries have strong in-fluence 
of America, even they are subordinate states of this super power. I take 
this episode as a tricky part of American Agencies who made this 
game through some innocent country and then spread it where they 
have direct dictations. 

This heinous stosy began in September last year when Jylnands 
Posten poinbted first time in their paper, before go ahead I declare that 
this paper is published by Jews and they put their sign at the head of 
paper which is 6 corner star and David's symlid. According to my 
research in the beginning of September 2005 some Russian Jew met 
Carsten juste, the editor in chief of this paper. After the meeting, 
Carsten called his staff to create such cartoons but most of his staff 
refused to do this because they didn't want to put their selves in the 
wrath of the Muslim emotions. 

Finally be convinced some to do this and they made 40 
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caricatures. The editor chose 12 of them to publish In his paper and 
these appeared on 30 Sep. 2005 in Jyllands-Postien. Reaction was 
expected and the Muslims shouted against these blasphemous 
caricaturies, the editor apologized and the issue calmed down. 

One thing is worth mentioning here that by printing these fury 
provoking cartoons, the editor had a claim that we want to examine the 
limit of self censorship in Denmark, if he was true in his statement then 
why he close this subject for his purpose? Certainly, the story was 
something else. After 4 months of first appearance of these, what was 
the reason to reprint the same? 

As I mentioned above, there must be some conspiracy behing and 
I am very such sure this is done by American Jewish lobby that used 
Danish media for his objectives against the Muslims. 9/11 was a big 
flop to manipulate their designs but it did not bear results as per they 
were expecting so they were desperate and wanted to create reason 
for a 'war of civilazations' which is their dream in order to fill their ugly 
tummies to swallow the resources of the world in the same of religious 

Jews are nearly 100 million all over the world so they can't afford 
to have war of civilizations against the Muslims who are more than one 
100 million all over the world in 52 Islamic states. Christians are at the 
top among the 5 biggest religions and fortunately of unfortunately 
commanded by Jews. USA the super power is totally controlled by 
Jewish lobby, Concept of "War of civilizations" originally belong to 
Jews, who want to convert global political issues in to their myth "war 
of civilization" 

David's followers are aware of the emotions of Muslims regarding 
their prophet Mohammad (PBUH) which are so strong to collide 
against any power if they find any sort of Insult of Prophet or his 
teachings and this is the real point that Jews always try to exploit. 
They never hit from front but make some one tool to make their 
structure. 

This is a real critical time to understand their ugly approach to 
rule over us so we should be careful to take action against any event 
with out knowing their designs they love to play with the emotions of 
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Muslims. They always play their game on others pithch like this time 
they are playing on the turf of Denmark. 

I conclude this article with this precaution to all ant-Muslims 
forces that "heat is still on" in Muslims and will never be ended. I get 
approval of my words as world is seeing how aggressively Muslims are 
reacting against this all over the world. 

(The News, 4th March2006) 
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Rahimullah Yusufzai 



Defending the faith 

To put it simply, the 12 offensive cartoons first published by 
Denmark's largest newspaper, Jyyllands-posten, and then reprinted by 
several western dailies, is an expression of extreme hate towards 
Muslims and their Holy Prophet Mohammad (PUBH). Those resorting 
to the sacrilege cannot hide their contempt for everything Islamic by 
describing it as a matter of freedom of the press. 

By any yardstick, the publication of the sacrnegious caricatures 
by the conservative Danish newspaper on September 30 last year was 
insensitive and provocative. But the European newspapers that three 
months later In solidarity with the Danish dally deliberately added fuel 
to the fire and showed their inherent hatred for Islam and its most 
revered messenger, Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). Being 
opinion. makers, newspaper pursuing such a reckless course and 
mocking the religious beliefs of around 1.5 billion Muslims can only be 
termed irresponsible and intorlerant. Rather than expression of free 
speech, it war a message of hate that could only widen the growing 
gulf between Muslims and the West. 

With a daily from Denmark taking the lead, it was only a matter of 
time before publications from other Scandinavian and European 
countries joined the rat race to uphold their so-called right to free 
speech and at the same time move ahead of the competition in the 
circulation war. A newspaper from Norway republished the cartoon's 
last month. Then it was the turn of the French daily France Spain, 
Germany's Die Welt, and newspapers from Hungary, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland. Another continent became 
involved in the dispute when two newspapers in New Zealand,, namely. 
The dominion Post, Wellington, and the Christchurch Press, both 
owned by Australia's Fairfax group, reprinted the blasphemous 
caricatures. 
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Even more reprehensible was the reprinting of some of the 
demeaning cartoons in two Islamic countries, Jordan and Morocco. 
The Arab-language Al Shihan tabloid in Jordan published three of the 
12 cartoons while Morocco's An Nahar al Maghribia reprinted one. 
Jihad Momani, editor of the Jordanian newspaper, was sacked and 
arrested and King Abdullah II came up with a strong statement 
condemning the publication and reprinting of the cartoons. The 
Moroccan government summoned two editors of the offending daily to 
the police headquarters as part of an enquiry into the incident and one 
of its officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the An Nahar 
al Maghribia had damaged the sacred values of Islam. 

But the reactlOon of the governments of Jordan and Morocco to 
the republishing of the cartoons in their countries was less severe than 
the crime committed by the offending newspapers Jordan and 
Morocco are ruled by hereditary kings, who would not tolerate a singie 
word printed against them in their docile press but are unable to 
adequately punish those humiliating the glorious Prophet of Islam 
(PBUH). One is tempted to see the mild government reaction to the 
appearance of the caricatures in Jordan and Morocco in the context of 
the close ties between the rulers of the two countries with the US and 
Israel. They were among the first Islamic countries that forged secret, 
and not-so-secret, relations with Israel at a time when the Jewish state 
was occupying Muslim land in Palestine, Jordan, Egypt and Syria. In 
fact, the newspapers in Jordan and Morocco would not have reprinted 
those insulting cartoons had they been in fear of strict punishment at 
the hands of their governments. 

With a few honorable exceptions, most Islamic countries and 
governments have been trying to push the issue under the carpet 
instead of demanding an apology from the offenders and ensuring that 
such a crime isn't repeated. If the Jews with far less numbers in terms 
of their population could .ensure that the controversial Holocaust in 
accepted as an established fact of live and any criticism of the Jewish 
People or Israel is deemed anti-Semitic, why cannot the Muslims 
demand foolproof measures to protect their fait hand holy figures from 
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hate-mongers acting under the guise of freedom of expression. Those 
questioning the magnitude of the holocaust or displaying Nazi 
symbols are punished in Europe and rest of the western world, but 
there is a free run on insulting Islam, Muslims and their beloved 
Prophet (PBUH). All this has to end and it could only happen if 
Muslims rulers and governments stop being apologetic and start 
walking in step with their outraged communities. It is the Muslim street 
that through vocal protests has ensured that they are heard and their 
faith in respected. 

The reverence in which Muslims hold Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) 
cannot be stated in words, Western scholars and media, particularly in 
Europe, ought to study It closely because their secular societies have 
become far too removed from faith to understand the Muslim esteem 
for their glorious Prophet (PBUH). Believing Muslims cannot imagine 
writing or mentioning his name without sying Swallallaho-Alalhe 
Wassalam, or Peace Be Upon Him. For them he is the best human 
being sent to this world and his life is a become of light for all of us. 
Emulating him is sunah and his sayings are Ahadith, each shoeing us 
the righteous path. II _&^l" 

The western world must realize that their governments and media 
have depicted Muslims and their faith in such a negative way that 
public opinion in their countries is mostly happy if they are made to 
suffer and Islam is blamed for worldwide violence. For example, 
Muslims arrested in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere have been 
demonized without proving their crime. Such an attitude has given the 
US military a free hand to abuse prisoners and label all Islamic 
organizations resisting the US-led occupation of their countries as 
terrorists. Becent polls in Denmark slowed the majority of Daners felt 
their government should not apologies over the cartoons. As western 
leaders are always more concerned about their a proval ratings than 
any other issue, the Danish Prime Minister, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
refused to apologies over thecaricatuers and instead said the issue 
had gone beyond a feud between Denmark and the Muslimds world 
and now centred on western free speech versus 'taboos' in Islam. 
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Though he later exapressed his anguish over the hurt felt by Muslims 
over the publication of the cartoons, his conduct during the crisis has 
been unbecoming of leader of a country that had caused offence to so 
many followers of another faith. 

When the cartoons were published, the Danish Prime Minister 
refused to meet a delegation of 11 Muslim ambassadors in his country 
by arguing that he could not interfere in a matter involving freedom of 
speech. That was in October but he changed his mind when the issue 
sparked worldwide Muslim prostests and Danish flags were burnt and 
products were boycotted. He then invited the ambassadors and urged 
them for help in calming the situation. Gradually, he has been 
changing his position due to the strength of the world wide public 
sentiment and the offending Danish newspaper too has offered 
apology. It shows that governments and the media could be made to 
change their stance if orderly and disciplined protests are staged. 

It is possible that the Danish newspaper would not have 
published those insensitive caricatures had the Muslims protested the 
anti-Islam remarks of the Queen of Denmark in April 2005. On that 
occasion, she had said the Danes should show their opposition to 
islam. In future, all such statements and provocations must be 
monitored in the same way in which Jewish organizations keep a strict 
watch on any signs of anti-Semitism. That is the only wary Muslims 
would be able to defend their faith from attacks by hate-mongers. 

The Writer is an executive editor of The News International based 
in Peshawar. 

(E-mail: bbc@pes.comsts.net.pk) 
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Danish Muslims sue newspaper 
over blasphemous sketches 

COPENHAGEN: A group of 27 Danish Muslim orgnizations have 
filed a defamation jawsuit against the newspaper that first published 
the caricatures of Prophet Muhammad, their lawyer said on Thursday. 

The jawsuit was filed Wednesday, two weeks after Denmark's top 
prosecutor declined to press criminal charges, saying the drawings 
that sparked a firestorm in the Muslim world did not violate Jaws 
against racism or blasphemy. 

Mishael Christian! Havemann, a lawyer representing the Muslim 
groups, said Lawsuit sought $16,100 in damages from Jyllands-Posten 
Editor In-Chief Carsten Juste and Culture Editor Flemming Rose, who 
supervised the cartoon project. 

"We're seeking judgment for both the text and the drawings which 
were grantuitously defamatory and injurious," Havemann said. The 
Jawsuit was filed In the western city of Aarhus, where Jyllands-Posten 
is based. | | at S^X^ 

The newspaper published the 12 cartoons on Sept, 30 saying it 
was challenging self censorship among artists afraid to offend Islam. 
The drawings were later reprinted in other Western media, mosthly in 
Europe, in the name of free speech and news value. 

The Danish newspaper apologized for effending Muslims after 

violent protests erupted throughout the Islamic world, but steed by its 
decision to print the drawings, citing freedom of speech. AP. 
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John Samuel 



Cartoon crisis: globalisation and 

alienation 



Even as It connects the world, globalisation is creating a sense of 
alienation, injustice and inequality amongst communities. Twenty 
fourXseven media coverage of the controversy over the Danish 
cartoon of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) has reinforced this sense of 
alienation. 

One of the predicaments of our times is that the more we are 
connected through the processes of globalisation, the more alienated 
we seem to get from each other, in terms of idencation of the growing 
social and cultural anomalies in a globalised world. In one way the 
latest cartoon crisis is a symptom of a larger social and cultural 
malady. I ^B> 

Let us look at the facts behind the cartoon controversy. On 
September 30, 2005, a Danish newspaper, Jyllonds-Posten, published 
10 cartoons, caricaturing the Prophet Mohammad in a variety of 
satirical situations. y 

They were published along with an editorial criticizing the 
self-conssorship of the Danish writer Kare Bhuitgen, who complained 
that he was unable to find an illustrator for his children's book about 
the Prophet. While some of the images were genial, others could easily 
be perceived as reinforcing the new offensive stereotypes, both in 
terms of the politics associated with the 'war on terror* and in terms of 
culture and religion. 

How did a set of cartoons published four months ago became 
such a big issue with global dimensions? Though the mild and rather 
liberal foreign minister of Egypt noted the offensive nature of the 
cartoons and registered his protest, the global media in general did not 
take notice of it. It was the re-publication of the cartoons in Austria and 
January 30 and in the beginning of February 2006 in a number of 
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European newspapers In France, Germany, Italy and Spain, that made 
it a global issue. The protest that began in Europe spread like wildfire, 
resulting in protest marches and violence, leading to the loss of lives 
and destruction of Danish embassies in many countries around the 
world. 

This crisis is not just about a cartoon. It is more about the 
globalisation of images, visuals and perceptions reinforcing a sense of 
alienation and the resulting anger leading to violence and conflict 
based on perceived violations of dignity and identity. This is not the 
first time there has been tension between the right to express and the 
right to belief, between secular fundamentalists and religious 
fundamentalists. The protests against the novel (and film and theatre 
adaptations) of the last templation of Christ, the fatwa and protests 
against Salman Rushdie in 1989 in the wake of his novel the Satanic 
verses and the outrage of Hindu fundamentalists at M F Hussain's 
painting of a nude goddess Saraswati exemplified these tensions. 

However, there is a critical difference between the present 
protests and the earlier ones. The key difference is the role of the 
media in this theatre of postmodern times. Jj 

This whole controversy was created by the media and fanned by 
the media and now the media stands in amazement when the violence 
and protests erupt across the world. It is the re-publication of a set of 
cartoons followed by the globalised telecasting of small protests here 
and there on 24x7 news channels and various blogs and Internet sites 
that has added fuel to the fire. 

Every single protest has been televised, and these powerful 
images have inspired and ignited others, though most of the people 
who are protesting have never even seen the cartoons in question. A 
key difference is the speed with which the images and perceptions are 
globalised through 24X7 television (ever in search of more juicy stories 
and news to churn out as visual products in a marketplace) and the 
extent to which websites and blogs have become a medium for 
mobilization and political action of one kind or another. 

Bulldozing globalisation - through media images, markets and the 



{19} 

exhibition of powerful unilateral military might - perpetuates a feeling 
of issecurity amongst communities at the receiving end. This sense of 
insecurity is coupled with a growing sense of inequality and unjust 
power relations. When coupled with cultural stereotypes and distrust, 
we have a potent recipe for alienation. The insecurity is often felt most 
by immigrant populations (with less power in given social and cultural 
conditions), and those who feel discriminated against and excluded 
from the economic benefits of globalisation. These conditions create 
alienation, and violate people's sense of dignity. 

In many ways, dignity is at the core of the notion of rights. When 
the sense of dignity and identity is violated, people tend to react with 
violence. The recent unest and riots we have seen in France, Australia 
and elsewhere are symptomatic of the growing sense of alienation and 
the violation of a people's sense of being, beliefs diginity and identity. 

However, there are political forces and fundamentalist elements 
who are trying to make political capital of such insecurity and 
alienation. They tend to use any means to accelerate the process of 
alienation and make long-tern or short-tern political capital of it. The 
cartoon controversy has proved a very good tool for such people to 
turn alienation into anger and violence and help their own propaganda. 
The cartoon crisis is a result of the sense of alienation and the cynical 
use of such conditions by the network of vested political interests and 
religious fundamentalists. 

But we cannot allow this clash of civilisation , as Samuel 
Huntlngion termed it, to continue unchallenged. We need to build more 
bridges and counter the stereotypes based on religion, culture and 
identities. 

The Writer is based in Bangkok and works for Action Aid. 

(The News, 14th March2006) 
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Asghar All Engineer 



Sacrilegious Cartoons and 

Muslims 



There have been demonstrations, some violent and some 
peaceful, throughout Islamic world over cartoons published in a 
Danish paper caricaturing the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) In Afghanistan several people have been killed in very violent 
demonstrations. When Salman Rushdie published his novel Satanic 
Verses there were violent protests in many Muslim countries and 
Ayatollah Khomeini issued a fatwa to kill Rushdie and even declared 
an award on his head. That time too, the European nations had invoked 
human rights and the freedom of opinion to defend Rushdie for his 
insulting remarks against Islam and the Prophet. 

Is it really a matter of the freedom of expression or something 
else, which Is not spelt out? It would be really simplistic to reduce It to 
the freedom of press though It might appear to be so. It Is a 
multilayered and multicausal phenomenon. One cannot deny that 
throughout the Western world there is tension between Westerners 
and Muslims. In every European country Muslims are seen as not only 
outsiders but also as a menace, a threat, to their values and their 
culture. In many countries this tension is quite palpable.The fact is that 
for Western world pluralism is a very new phenomenon and they are 
finding it very hard to digest it Their democracy has been monolingual, 
monoreligious and monocul. 

True, political democracy is well established in the West but the 
freedom of opinion and differences of opinion are confined to political 
sphere and within the framework of a nonreligious and monoculture 
situation. For Asians, on the other hand, pluralism has been a way of 
life. They have lived and coexisted with different religions 
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harmoniously. Even in the absence of political democracy tolerance 
toward other religions and cultures has been their way of life. We do 
not find bloodshed in Asian countries between followers of different 
religions throughout medieval ages. 

In the West on the other hand, though there has been political 
democracy and tolexance for political differences its record on 
religious and cultural tolerance, has not been very glorious. Since 
political democracy demands tolerance and freedom of opinion, they 
tried to apply to religious and cultural field too but I am afraid, not with 
very great success. Below the surface they remin monorelegious and 
mono-cultural. 

There is one more dimension to this problem. The West has never 
been very comfortable with Muslims. Islam was always seen as a 
religion of the alien, and hostile alien, at that France with all its 
democrate and secular values became very uncomfortable with hijab 
worn by schoolgirls and at last the central government banned it. How 
the hijab worn by schoolgirls could be a threat to French secularism, 
we fail to understand. In fact the hijab was only a symbol. Behind it 
they saw Islam as a threat In all European countries, Muslims are 
recent migrants and are perceived as double threat- as migrant and as 
Muslim. All migrants make natives uncomfortable and more so if they 
belong to a religion or culture perceived to be hostile. Prof Huntington 
of Harvard had given vent to the Western feelings when he wrote Clash 
of Civilizations. 

Western countries were compelled to allow Asian and African 
migrants as they were experiencing acute shortage of manpower after 
World War U but the Asian and African migrants soon realized they are 
condemned to remain on the margins of Western society They do not 
get opportunities for better and well-paid jobs and their children, out of 
frustration, take to drugs or crimes or to violence further reinforcing 
the images of violent outside The rejection becomes more intense 
leading to more tensions. Recent disturbances in France, which 
continued for several months, between the police and young Africans, 
prove the point. 
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Since there Is so much hostility between Western Christians and 
migrant Muslims, it erupts in different ways. The recent cartoons and 
caricature of the Prophet should be seen in this light. The events of 
9/11 have only aggravated the whole situation. Be it the Salman 
Rushdie affair or the cartoons published in the Danish newspaper it is 
part of the same phenomenon. Deep prejudices against Islam and 
Muslims spring up in different forms and are defended in the name of 
the press freedom. But one cannot defend the right to abuse others or 
caricature founders of religion in the name of the freedom of press or 
opinion. One can concede that West is much more secularised but the 
West has taken more than three centuries to secularise and this 
process of modernization and secularization has begun only in the last 
few decades. Cultural differences are there but these should not be 
depicted as hostile resulting in clashes. The Muslim world is still far 
behind in science and technology. When the West with all its progress 
has not been able to shed its prejudices and hostile perceptions, how 
can one expect it from the Islamic world? 

The Muslim intelligentsia also needs to cultivate more tolerance. 
One has the right to protest but this right should be exercised 
peacefully. As there are some limitations to the right to the freedom of 
press, there are certain well-defined limitations to the right to protest in 
democracy. The Muslim intelligentsia and leaders should reflect deeply 
as to why their demonstrations tend to be violent. Are they not playing 
into the hands of those leaders who have their political agenda? If 
Islam is are religion of peace and it indeed is, why Muslims tend to be 
so violent in their reactions? Let us realize that no one can live in this 
multireligious world on one's own terms. It was not becoming of 
Muslims to tear flags of Denmark or set to fire their embassies or 
become so violent that police had to fire and kill demonstrators. 

A silent and peaceful demonstration is far more telling thin a 
violent one. Since these demonstrations are over a religious issue they 
should be imbued with religious dignity and religious values. 
According to the Quran, a believer is one who restrains his anger and 
pardons (3:133). What kind of believers are we that we always talk of 
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punishing rather than restraining and pardoning? Now it Is for us to 
decide whether we follow some political leaders or hooligans or the 
Quran, which again and again emphasizes wisdom and restraint, 
tolerance and understanding. 

Modern world values education, understanding, tolerance and 
coexistence. We were given these virtues by Qur'an more than 1400 
years ago. But we never studied Qur'an and when we studied it we did 
so to light our sectarian battles against each other. For us sectarian 
dogmas became central rather than the Qur'anic ethics. Let us make 
serious efforts to make Qur'anic ethics central and these dogmas 
peripheral- It requires tremendous courage and commitment to truth 
and without such commitment we can be anything but religious. Now It 
is for Muslims to decide- acceptability or narrow-mindedness and 
intolerant sectarianism? The world will judge us not by our dogmas 
but by our morality and ethics. ^^^^^B^^ 

(The Writer is one of India's well known writers. He heads the 
institute of Islamic Studies and the Centre for study of Society and 
Secularism, Bombay) ^^^^H^^l 

JllT..I. (The Sun, 17th February2006) 









British slams European 
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newspapers for publishing 
sacrilegious cartoons 

LONDON: British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw has condemned 
the decision by some European newspapers to reproduce cartoons of 
the Prophet Muhammad as "disrespectful". But he praised the UK 
media for its "considerable responsibility and sensitivity" for not 
publishing them. He said freedom of speech did not mean an "open 
season" on religious taboos. Hundreds of British Muslims are 
protesting outside the Danish embassy in London, The cartoons first 
appeared in a Danish newspaper. Among the images which have 
sparked outcry is one of Muhammad with a turban shaped bomb on his 
head. They have sparked protests across the Middle East on thursday 
night a protest was held outside the BBC's Television Centre, after the 
corporation aired "glimpses" of the images, which it said it used 
"responsibly". Netnews I ^^^^B> V 

ifl (The Sun, 4th February2006) 









Muslims should take concerted 
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action against blasphemy: Sajjad 

ISLAMABAD: The Muslim World should collectively take up the 
blasphemous cartoons issue so that in future no one could dare to do 
such acts again. 

While speaking in a PTV programme on Wednesday Leader of the 
House in Senate, Waseem Sajjad said the Organization of Islamic 
Countries (OIC) meeting should convened immediately in which 
appropriate steps should taken against the European newspapers, 
which published blasphemous Cartoons. 

There should be discussion in the OIC that what economic and 
political action should be taken to confront such acts. This is more 
serious incident to the event in which 'Masjide-Aqsa' was set ablaze, 

he ^^^^^^ 

Waseem Sajjad observed that the Muslims World should not 

indulge in violence but in an organized manner such acts should be 

confronted. 

To a question he said, basically, Danish and some other Western 
countries are prejudiced against Islam and Muslims and they 
demonstrate this in many stays. Islam is a religion of peace and it 
teaches us that all religions should be respected. A charter of human 
rights giving rights to every human being was given 1400 years ago by 
Islam to the world, waseem remarked. 

First, these cartoons were published in September, but Muslim 
World could not get information about them;. After some time, these 
blasphemous cartoons were re-produced In some other newspapers of 
European countries and then the entire Muslim World reacted and a 
wave of sorrow and anger spread in every Islamic country. 

These sketches have hurt the sentiments of the Muslim 
community as no Muslim community such acts. These acts may raise 
the possibilities of clash of civilizations, he added. 

A regrettable thing is that it was commissioned for making such 
sketches. We are very hurt what's happened and the incident has been 
condemned by every Pakistani including the government, the 



{26} 

parliament and the people of Pakistan," he added. 

To another question he added, some Western countries have no 
sentiments for Muslims. They just wanted to stimulate hatred against 
the Muslim community. They wanted to develop a stereotype image of 
Muslims that they are terrorists and are not tolerant. 

He observed that actually, Muslims are patient and respect other 
religions. They also give due respect to humanity, he claimed. 

Waseem Sajjad claimed that such acts would increase the gulf 
between Muslims and others as more than one billion population of the 
world is Muslims. Muslims world wanted to minimize the gulf. They 
wanted to develop an environment of understanding with other 
nations. 

Now the world has become a global village and If, the gulf 
increases then both ends will be the sufferers, be stressed. 

To another query, the Leader of the House, this is no freedom of 
press or freedom of expression. Freedom of press don't mean that you 
can co things which hurts sentiments of such a vast population of the 
world. No international or national law accepts this, he concluded. 

-app nffiTIji i3i 

^ ^^ Ml (Sun, 9th February2006) 









Blasphemy row deepens as 
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Muslims demand respect for 

Islam 



PARIS: The row over caricatures of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) 
resembles a dialogue of the deaf, with many European spokesmen 
defending the right to free speech and Muslims Insisting Islam must be 
treated with respect. 

Calls for moderation, both from Muslim leaders and European 
politicians, risk getting lost in a public debate dominated by Europeans 
afraid of losing a core right of their culture and Muslims struggling to 
win more recognition for theirs. Muslims look back on centuries of 
Western hostility toward, and misunderstanding of, their religion and 
say the time is ripe with the higher profile for Muslims in the Middle 
East and Europe for Western countries to treat them as equals. 

Egypt's ambassador in Copenhagen, Mona Omar Attia, 
highlighted the stalemate in comments after she heard Danish Prime 
Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen say his government could not 
apologize for anything that Danish newspapers had printed. 

This means that the whole story will continue and that we back to 
square one again, The government of Denmark has to do something to 
appease the Muslim world," she said. In separate statements, the 
French and German interior ministers defended their traditions against 
Muslim taboos. 

"Why should the government apologize for something that 
happened in the exercise of press freedom?" Germany's Wolfgang 
Schaueble asked, "if the state intervenes, that is the step toward 
limiting press freedom" In Paris Nicolas Sarkozy said "Given the 
choice, I prefer too (many caricatures to too much censorship. 

The word "respect" repeatedly pops up in Muslim cofn-ments, 
revealing how much the cartoons linking Mohammad and terrorism 
hurt the feelings of people who feel humiliated by the West. Mohamed 
Mestiri, head of the International Institute of Islamic thought in Paris, 
said respect was the main issue for Muslims outraged by the images 
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they consider blasphemous. "It's all about creating a culture of 
respect, of wanting to live together under the roof of a plural citizenry," 
he said. Reuters 

(SUN, 14th February2006) 
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Europe's cartoon battle lines are 

drawn 



It is not often that the left agrees with Tony Blair let alone George 
Bush. But the good sense the two leaders have shown in the Danish 
cartoons affair by siding with leftwlng and liberal critics of the 
offensive drawings publication is one of the more remarkable aspects 
of the drama. The Bush Blair position is a useful antidote to those who 
claim that fear is stalking the offices of western newspapers, where 
cowardly executives allegedly shrink from publishing anything that 
might upset Muslims. Flemming Rose, the cultural editor of 
Jyliands.Posten, which first printed the unfunny cartoons, says he 
wanted to break away from Denmark's 'self censorship' 1 in the face of 
Islam. Other European papers that followed Suit boasted of courage. 

They will find it hard to claim that the men who sent ground 
troops into one of the oldest capital cities of the Arab world, and still 
keep them there on an open. Ended basis in spite of opposition from a 
majority of Iraqis, are afraid to upset Muslims. Nor can one seriously 
argue that Bush is now trying to appease the Islamic world after 
"learning a lesson" from Iraq. He continues to 1 'flame many Muslims 
with his sabre-rattling over Iran. 

The fact is that on the cartoon issue the great neocon and his 
ideological advisers were pragmatic and smart enough to see that the 
drawings were in poor taste, deliberately provocative and grotesquely 
inaccurate in suggesting that every Muslim is a would be martyr and, 
worse still, that the Qur'an advocates suicide bombing. 

Bush's reaction shows that Americans have a better 
understanding of multiculturalism than most Europeans. Racial, 
religious and ethnic discrimination are obviously still present in the 
United States, but Its long history of mass immigration, as well as the 
American constitution's emphasis on individual rights regardless of 
origin, led Americans long ago to come to terms with the, cultural 
differences within their rainbow nation and celebrate diversity pluribus 
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unum "unity from many" as their motto puts It. 

In Britain we are further back. If there is a tolerance spectrum, 
with resistance to diversity at one end, acceptance of it in the middle 
and celebration of it at the other end, Britain lies somewhere near the 
middle. It was no accident that Jack Straw, with his Blackburn 
constituency and a substantial following of moderate Muslim voters, 
was the first minister to denounce the cartoons. He knew how 
offensive his constituents found them. No doubt the Foreign Office's 
Arabists also put in a word, and this time were listened to. 

Denmark is still at the spectrum's prejudiced end, a traditionally 
mono-ethnic country that has not yet accepted the new cultures in its 
midst. Public discourse is stuck where it was in Britain a generation 
ago, with angry talk about 'guests' who ought to conform to the host 
country' or go home. Try telling that to a Kurdish refugee from Saddam 
Hussein's Iraq, let alone to his Copenhagen-born son. 

In an excellent piece in Der Spiegel, Jytte Klausen, a Danish 
political scientist who has interviewed more than 300 Muslim leaders in 
western Europe over the past Five years, says "religious tolerance and 
respect for human rights have been sorely lacking in Denmark. She 
quotes Brian Mikkelsen, the minister of cultural affairs and a fierce 
advocate of cultural "restoration" ,as saying just before the cartoons 
appeared: We have gone to war against the multicultural ideology that 
says that everything is equally valid" 

When the demonstrations started and other papers in Europe 
printed the cartoons in 'solidarity* with Jyllands-Posten, they 
compounded the initial anti-Muslim error by trying to stir up a 
continental clash of civilisations. But why should a progressive paper 
in Britain feel 'solidarity 1 with anti-immigrant Danish editors who made 
a major error of judgment rather than with British Muslims who 
universally deplored the cartoons? 

Now the issue has moved beyond the decision to print the 
cartoons and become question about the limits of protest However 
justifiably outraged, should demonstrators boycott a country's 
products, let alone carry slogans calling for beheadings? Overreaction 
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may be more offensive than the initial provocation. It Is also 
counterproductive. It is likely to create even more Islamophobes. 

Here too it is important to keep cool. The cartoon row is being 
seized on by people with a gamut of special agendas. In Gaza, the first 
protesters who attacked EU offices were not from Hamas but were 
hotheads linked to the defeated Fatah movement as well as Islamic 
Jihad and others who never contested last month's elections. The 
protesters may have wanted to embarrass Hamas or snatch the 
limelight for their own movements. 

In Iran, the deliberately confrontational new president is 
exploiting what he sees as yet another way of keeping grassroots sup- 
port. He came in on a platform of promises to help the economic 
underclass but has failed to deliver; even as Iranian capital flees the 
country, the stock market falters and investors hold back on new 
projects in fear of war with the United States. What easier diversion 
than despicable denials of the Holocaust and synthetic tirades about 
the cartoons being a western conspiracy? 

In Lebanon, anti-Syrian politicians use the crisis to denounce 
Damascus for allegedly getting marchers to burn the Danish embassy 
in Beirut a charge which feeds into the frantic internal power struggles 
that are paralyzing. Lebanon's current government. And let us not 
forget that the protests against Denmark began in conservative 
Wahhabi Saudi Arabia, which has a broadly pro-western foreign policy. 
Even die Saudis only reacted after Anders Fogh Rasmussen r the 
Danish prime minister, refused to receive a protest delegation of 
Danish Islamic leaders and ambassadors from Muslim countries. The 
Danish government's insensitivity and rudeness were almost as 
offensive as the cartoons. 

Several days after the dispute erupted, Bush rang Rasmussen to 
express support. But he was careful to say he was acting "in light of 
the violence against Danish and other diplomatic missions" not in 
solidarity with the phoney free-speech issue. 

A huge responsibility now rests on the mainstream European 
media. The extremist slogans carried during the anti-cartoon protests 
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do not represent the views of all Muslims and should not be portrayed 
as such. Moderate Muslim leaders in European countries have been 
speaking out all week to urge restraint and condemn the protesters 1 
violence. The trouble that these long-standing tensions and arguments 
in Muslim communities where voices of moderation have consistently 
sought to counter the radicals were rarely reported. Extremism is a 
better story. 

Muslims are not only an important part of Europe's new diversity. 
They are diverse among themselves. To suggest that, because almost 
all of Europe's Muslims felt offended by the cartoons, they all support 
slogans calling for revenge and beheadings is as inaccurate it is for 
people in Muslim countries to claim that every European approved the 
cartoons' publication. There are liberals, conservatives, modernisers 
and traditionalists in all communities, just as there are those who know 
the bounds of good taste and bigots who do not. -The Guardian 

(The Sun, 12th February2006) 
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A caricature of freedom 



Sequence and consequence do not always follow the same logic 
The publication of the gratuitously offensive cartoons against the 
Prophet of Islam (you can translate that, literally, to the Prophet of 
Peace for Islam means peace) has already resonated through 
contemporary events. It will also echo far into the future. Any single 
days newspaper was sufficient to indicate that simmering resentment 
against the presence of foreign troops in Afghanistan, for instance, 
found a reason to escalate into anger. There are too many questions 
around this conscious provocation by an irresponsible Danish 
newspaper, fuelled by a less than comprehensible Danish government, 

and not enough answers. ^^&^^^^ 

The first question must surely be the simplest one: Why? More 
than one answer has been offered. One editor of the paper appeared 
on European television and said, so primly that he was on the verge of 
sounding pompous, that the cartoons were not meant to hurt Muslims 
but only to represent, through an image, that a number of Muslims had 
become terrorists. This is the sort of argument that sounds reasonable 
to a neutral mind until you pare open the first layer of deception. If that 
was the purpose, why not use an image of Osama Bin Laden? Why use 
the image of the Prophet; which by itself is offensive to a faith that 
rejects, very strongly any iconography or deification? We have 
published cartoons on Osama fairly regularly in our papers without 
anyone raising any objection. 

This is buttressed by the 'freedom of press" argument, a view 
endorsed so strong by the media of continental Europe (but not, repeat 
not; by British media) that sensible publications like La Monde have 
reprinted the cartoons twice. 

Far be it for me to decry press freedom, it is my bread and butter 
But I have yet to come across a nation or society that offers freedom of 
expression without the qualification of libel or similar safeguards. One 
of our editors asked the Danish Embassy in Delhi to let us know if they 
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had any libei laws. They promised to get back to us. We are still 
waiting. But text is not difficult to find in the age of Internet I quote 
from Section 2668 of the Danish penal code: "Any person who publicly 
or with the intention of dissemination to a wide circle of people makes 
a statement or imparts other information threatening, insulting or 
degrading a group of persons on account of their race, colour, national 
or ethnic origin, belief or sexual orientation, shall be liable to a fine, 
simple detention or imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years.' 
Section 140 adds, "Those who publicly mock or insult the doctrines or 
worship of any religious community that is legal in this country will be 
punished by a fine or incarceration for up to four months." 

This Is as civilized as it gets. The reason for such legislation is 
not a history of abuse against Islam, but a history of virulent 
anti-Semitism, for which Europe holds some kind of pernicious record 
warmly applaud such laws that protect Jews from verbal and 
image-barbarism. There are laws in Europe by which anyone denying 
the Holocaust can end up in jail, and a poor British historian is in an 
Austrian jail at the moment for doing so. Excellent Then why is Danish 
Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen pleading helplessness? He 
did not have to convict anyone himself, for the very good reason that 
he cannot. But he could have easily referred the matter to his own 
country's judiciary and awaited their decision. During the long months 
when nothing happened over the cartoons this would have been 
sufficient to calm Muslim unease over the insults The cartoons 
appeared on Sept. 30. There was no public reaction in October, 
November, December and most of January. But there was official 
reaction. The Saudi and Libyan governments withdrew their 
ambassador The Danish prime minister who is desperate for a peaceful 
dialogue now held no press conferences then. Eleven ambassadors of 
Muslim countries wanted to talk to him. They got a police letter that 
they construed as a snub. 

One reason for the anger is the conviction of gratuitous bias 
against Muslims. It has now emerged, thanks to a story in the 
Guardian, that the same Danish newspaper rejected a series of 
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cartoons against Jesus some three years a because they were deemed 
to be offensive. 

It was the correct decision. Journalists like the editor of the 
German publication Die Welt; who has gone on record to say that the 
publication of the cartoons is at the core of our culture would not find 
enough freedom in his press to publish a cartoon (produced in a 
British newspaper, the Independent, in January 2003) showing Israeli 
Prime Minister Arid Sharon dining off Palestinian babies. I am a 
journalist too, and would not publish it either. But the editors of 
continental Europe have suddenly broken into paroxysms of morel 
indignation at any attempt to question their right to publish offensive 
cartoons against Islam. Freedom of press was not trotted out to defend 
nastlness against Jesus or Indeed Israel, s prime minister. To do so 

now is mendacity ^^^^^ 

The International Herald Tribune of Feb 9 reported that fleming 
Rose, cultural editor of Jyllands-Pasten (the Danish newspaper that 
started the controversy) told CNN that his paper was ready to publish 
cartoons of the Holocaust that were being encouraged by an 
irresponsible Iranian newspaper, as if two wrongs added up to a right 
His newspaper, however, quickly denied any such intentions. 

I was in Britain fast weekend when this storm was raging I don't 
think that British newspapers have any less desire for a free press than 
their Continental counterparts. And yet, none of them published the 
cartoons although there was doubtless pressure to do so The BBC 
(more accurately known as the British Broadcasting Corporation) did a 
typical weaselly sort of fudge, showing a bit and then removing the 
image so that it could claim to have it both ways, but no one was very 
impressed. 

Instead, newspapers from across the ideological sternum, from 
the Observer on the left to the Sunday Telegraph on the right, 
published powerful and moving accounts of what it meant to respect 
the faith of the other. The British media, which is not wimpish and 
which can be the most aggressive in the world, can today claim the 
respect of Muslims because of its restraint British Muslims today feel 



closer to their country. 

Hindus and Muslims have lived with one another as long as 
Muslims and Christians have. You can go through the literature, 
popular songs or journalism of India and you will not come across a 
Hindu writer insulting the Prophet of Islam or a Muslim writer insulting 
a Hindu deity This does not mean that either has changed his faith. It 
merely means that in India we have a culture that respects the right of 
another to believe in a different creed, and values a neighbor's 
sentiment as much as his own. The Danish prime minister began to 
perspire only when Muslims across the world started to boycott 
Danish products. His object of worship is commerce, so the only 
retribution he understands Is an insult to that commerce. 

Muslims who think that violence is the answer have got It wrong. 
Violence is wrong in itself, and counterproductive. A boycott of Danish 
products is far more productive. Who did we Indians learn this from? 

Mahatma Gandhi, of course. His challenge to the British Empire 
began with a boycott of British goods. It is only when he made a 
bonfire of the colonizer's cloth did the world's mightiest empire begin 
to shiver It is not too difficult to live without Danish cheese, or even 
Bang and olufsen. One would, in fact; like to extend the logic. If you 
have to buy a European product, buy British. That would be a nice way 
of saying thank you. The Danish prime minister is searching for 
answers. But in order to get the right answers you have to ask the right 
questions. Here is a suggestion, Mr Prime Minister Do not worry about 
the enemies Denmark has made. Worry instead about the friends 
Denmark has lost. 

(The writer is editor-in-chief of the Asian age and Deccan 
Chronicle) 

(The SUN, 13th February2006) 
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